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LIBRARY HOURS 

MON THRU THUR: 

7:30 A.M. TO 11 P.M. 

FRIDAY: 

7:30 A.M. TO 5 P.M. 

SATURDAY: 

10 A.M. TO 6 P.M. 

SUNDAY: 

1 P.M. TO 11 P.M. 


The Boston Library 
Consortium 

written by Stephanie Serrano 

Effective April 1, 1993, the 
University of Massachusetts Lowell 
Libraries has become a member of the 
Boston Library Consortium (BLC). 
The mission of the consortium is to 
support research and scholarship on 
the part of the faculty and graduate 
students in the combined institutions. 
This is accomplished by sharing 
resources, through interlibrary loan 
and by issuing consortium cards for 
on-site use of the libraries. Faculty 
members and graduate students may 
apply for consortium library cards at 
the reference desk in O'Leary or 
Lydon Library. 

BLC member institutions 
include: Boston College, Boston 
Public Library, Boston Universtiy, 
Brandeis University, Marine Biologi¬ 
cal Laboratory / Woods Hole, 
Oceanographic Institution, Massachu¬ 
setts Institute of Technology, North¬ 
eastern University, State Library of 
Massachusetts, Tufts University, 


Wellesley and University of 
Massachusetts: Amherst, Boston, 
Dartmouth, Lowell. 

The Boston Library Consor¬ 
tium is an association of academic 
and research libraries. Founded in 
1970, the Consortium supports 
resource sharing and enhancement of 
services to users of the member 
libraries. Access to research materials 
at member institutions is facilitated 
by: 

^computerized information services 
with gateway access to the 
Consortium's Union List of Serials, 
members’ online catalogs, and other 
information resources; 

*interlibrary loan utilizing daily 
delivery service and telefacsimile; 

*on-site use of most member libraries 
(see Consortium Handbook available 
from reference staff at member 
libraries or contact the individual 
libraries for detailed information); 

borrowing privileges for qualified 
researchers; 


Consortium cards are used to 
extend borrowing privileges at 
Consortium member libraries. They 
may be issued to faculty and graduate 
students from participating academic 
institutions and card holders of 
Boston Public Library engaged in 
scholarly research who are not 
affiliated with academic or private 
sector institutions. 


GSA PROVIDES 
FREE LITERATURE 
SEARCHING 

The Graduate Student 
Association (GSA) has set up an 
account with the UMass Lowell 
Libraries to allow graduate students to 
have computer literature searches 
done on their thesis/dissertation 
topics. Graduate students are eligible 
for $30.00 of free searching per year. 
The student may do additional 
searching (up to$ 60.00 more) and the 
cost will be shared 50/50 between the 
student and the GSA fund. 

A number of important 
scientific databases, which are 
available in the evening at substantial 
discounts, are accessible to students. 
These include Chemical Abstracts 
Service 1968-, Compendex (Engi¬ 
neering Index) 1970-, and 
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Inspec, (Physics/IEEE/Computer 
Abstracts) 1969-, as well as other 
more specialized databases in science 
and technology. Other databases may 
be searched but many are expensive 
and students are advised to talk to a 
Reference Librarian to be sure all 
low-cost/free options have been 
exhausted. 

Databases that are already in 
the library CD-ROMs can be used by 
the student at any time. Searching 
charged to this fund will only be done 
for periods not covered by the in¬ 
library databases. At Lydon Library, 
the major database available in the 
library for free searching is ABI/ 
Inform, which offers abstracts of 
articles in 900 business journals from 
1987. This database is part of the 
Business Periodicals OnDisc system, 
offering full text printouts of over half 
of the indexed journals. The abstracts 
may be printed free, but articles are 
$.20 a page. 

At O'Leary Library, there 
are several important CD-ROM 
databases, including PsycLit, SocFile, 
ERIC, Medline, and CINAHL. These 
should be searched first. Consult a 
Reference Librarian to determine 
whether an on-line search will be 
needed. 

Marion S. Muskiewicz 
Science Reference Librarian 
Search Services Coordinator 
Lydon Library 


O’LEARY LIBRARY IS 
CENTER FOR CENSUS 
DATA 

by Ronald Karr 
Reference Librarian 

The 1990 U.S. Census of Population 
and Housing provides a wealth of 
statistical data for the entire United 
States. Population, age, race, 
ancestry, income, education, housing, 
and more—the Census is your key to 
demographic data. From states down 
to individual blocks the Census can 
provide information for any geo¬ 
graphic entity. 

The results of the 1990 
Census have been distributed on CD- 
ROM discs. These are available for 
public use at the O'Leary Library 
Reference desk. Two PC computer 
workstations with attached printers 
are available to view these discs. 

Files may be downloaded to your own 
floppy discs. 

CD-ROM discs are available 
for the entire United States. Data can 
be viewed by state, metropolitan area, 
zip codes, city or town, census tracts, 
block groups, and individual blocks. 

The library offers several 
software packages to access the data. 
Anyone can use the Census Bureau's 
simple GO program to produce 
profiles for specified geographic 
areas. For those with more involved 
needs another program, EXTRACT, 
can be used to construct custom tables 
and download files. Finally, dBASE 
IV is available for complex projects. 
The data is written in dBASE format 
and can be read by any PC software 
capable of reading dBASE IV files. 

The 1990 Census of Popula¬ 
tion and Housing is only one of a 
growing number of U.S. Government 
CD-ROM data bases available at 
O'Leary Reference. These include the 
1987 Economic Census, the 1987 
Census of Agriculture, County 
Business Patterns, and U.S. Exports 
and Imports of Merchandise. More 
are anticipated in the near future, 
including the Statistical Abstract of 


the U.S. on CD-ROM. 

For more information on 
CD-ROM data bases at O’Leary; 
contact O'Leary Reference, x4554. 

The Adaptive 
Computing Lab 

With each today comes a 
greater challenge than yesterday, 
awaiting the new prospects of 
tomorrow. We live this infinite cycle 
everyday in our hectic and inventive 
world of wonder. As we familiarize 
ourselves to mechanically computer¬ 
ized challenges and become better 
adapted to working with them, those 
with learning and/or physical 
disabilities must seek a way to benefit 
to their fullest extent as well. 

As part of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 (Public Law 93-112), 
Congress enacted Section 504, the 
first Federal Civil Rights Law to 
protect handicapped individuals. 
Section 504 states, “no otherwise 
qualified handicapped individual in 
the United States...shall, solely by 
reason of...handicap, be excluded 
from the participation in, be denied 
the benefits of, or be subjected to 
discrimination under any program or 
activity receiving Federal financial 
assistance.” On May 9, 1980, the 
Department of Education adopted this 
regulation. Section 503 of the same 
Act mandates nondiscrimination on 
the basis of disability in employing 
disabled people and in the enrollment 
of students by institutions that receive 
Federal financial assistance. With 
this fairly new law in effect, the 
Adaptive Computing Lab has been 
especially created for students with 
physical as well as learning disabili¬ 
ties. This lab is located on the First 
Boor of O'Leary Library. 

Under the guidance and 
support of Chandrika Sharma, the 
Learning Disabilities Specialist, 
students learn how to get the most out 
(Learning Lab cont.p.3) 






Centers For 
Learning 

by Stephanie Serrano 

Cheers to a new home for the 
Centers for Learning! September 22, 
1993 marked the grand opening of the 
new and improved educational 
planning program. If you missed the 
exciting and informative presentations 
which occurred on that day, the 
Centers for Learning is now located 
on the third floor of the O'Leary 
Library, in what was once the Music 
Listening Room. The Music Listen¬ 
ing Room though, has not been 
forgotten. It is located in the vicinity 
of the Circulation desk and Periodi¬ 
cals on the first floor of O'Leary. 

Anxious spectators stood 
with eager anticipation of the noon 
time events. The mood was up¬ 
lifting, as colorful balloons, plants 
and flowers brightened the new 
establishment. The incessant chatter 
of inquiring minds in social engage¬ 
ment echoed throughout, as appetites 
were satisfied with the tasty appetiz¬ 
ers and beverages being served. I was 
taken on a personal tour of the new 
Centers for Learning, led by Charlene 
Drake, Coordinator of Project Restart. 

A curious audience grew in 
size, gathering around the red ribbon 
as the clock struck twelve. Chancel¬ 
lor Hogan cut the red ribbon and 
presentations were made, awarding 
Faculty and staff members, including 
one for the O’Leary Library Staff, 
presented to Dr. Ben Franckowiak, 
Director of Libraries. 

With the Centers’ recent 
move came new and useful assets 
created for UMass Lowell students as 
well as the Faculty. The computer lab 
will allow students the opportunity to 
type out reports, etc. Students can be 
guided in the use of Macintosh and 
IBM computers (with laser printers) 
through staff assistance. The Class 
crew working at the Centers for 
Learning include, lab assistants, peer 
advisors, and tutors. The availability 
for peer tutoring has expanded, with a 


long list of tutors and their time 
schedules for various subjects. 
Schedules can be found at the Centers 
for Learning. X 2942 


(Learning Lab continued) 
of their education, through the use of 
this new equipment. Chandrika is an 
energetic and encouraging person. 
Students will leave her lab with a 
sense of confidence, of successful 
achievement, as well as a sense that 
they have truly accomplished some¬ 
thing. She is a caring individual, who 
in addition to helping students with 
the computer, is also willing to offer 
some of her time towards assisting 
students individually in the following 
areas: Identifying their own learning 
style, including strengths and weak¬ 
nesses, remedial reading and writing, 
test taking strategies, and time 
organization and management. 

The Adaptive Computing 
Lab currently has available, anew 
computer system called the Kurzweil 
PC system. The Bookwise program is 
speech adapted, primarily for dyslex- 
ics and learning disabled. The 
computer is attached to a scanner 
which scans printed text and trans¬ 
lates it into speech via DECtalk. With 
DECtalk, one has the option to select 
nine different voices. Software is 
user-friendly, and commands can be 
read aloud as they appear on the 
screen. This is particularly helpful 
for those students with reading 
difficulties who comprehend material 
read aloud, rather than that which is 
written. The PC-KPR software is 
similar to Bookwise, but is specially 
geared to the needs of the vision 
impaired. 

Another awe inspiring 
feature of the Kurzweil PC system is 
Querty, a word processing software 
which comes with a speech synthe¬ 
sizer output capability. With this, 
words are spoken as they are typed. 
Text is read aloud upon command. 

The Kurzweil is also adapted to large 
print and color screen with highlight¬ 
ing options, especially helpful to 


people with limited vision. 

Looking into the future, 
Chandrika and Dr. Ben Franckowiak, 
Director of Libraries, submitted a 
grant which will provide a more 
accommodating architectural 
structure of the circulation desk, 
suitable for the handicapped. An¬ 
other aspect of the grant is a summer 
transition program. Such a program 
would provide handicapped students 
with an introduction to the Adaptive 
Computing Lab's specialized soft¬ 
ware, giving them a head start, 
saving students time in learning the 
computer functions. 

The Adaptive Computing 
Lab is in operation Monday: 7:30- 
3::00, Tue, Wed: 9:00-5:00, Fri: 7:30- 
5:00 and Sat: 10:00-4:00. Students 
can walk in or call to make an 
appointment with Chandrika if they 
prefer. Her telephone number is: 
934-4574. Chandrika encourages all 
students to drop in and acquaint 
themselves with the system as soon as 
possible. She also advises that 
students not wait until the last minute 
to acquire some learning assistance. 


IMPORTANT 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

The University wishes to 
express its appreciation for the recent 
donation of Library equipment from 
Duracell Inc. New Products and 
Technology Division, Needham, 
Massachusetts. Through the efforts of 
Marian Farely, Corporate Librarian, 
The Morgan Cultural Center has 
received two Xerox memorywriters, a 
3M microfiche reader/printer, and an 
AT&T personal computer to provide 
better access to the various special 
collections housed at the Mogan 
Center. It is primarily through the 
support of corporations and individu¬ 
als that the Center is able to build its 
collections and improve public 
services to the local community, as 
well as the University community. 




Music Listening Room 

This past summer the third 
floor Music Listening Room of 
O'Leary Library has been replaced 
with the new Centers for Learning. 
The music audio collection is now 
housed in the first floor circulation 
area. To use compact discs and 
phonograph records, you must ask for 
the disks by number. You'will be 
given a headset in exchange for your 

l.D. You will also find reserve items 
for required listening in the circula¬ 
tion area. The listening equipment is 
located at the rear of the first floor on 
the counter adjacent to the windows 
in the study area. 

Musical scores are now 
located in two areas. Collected 
editions and reference scores are 
located on the first floor near the 
listening equipment opposite the 
current journals. Circulating scores 
are now located on the fifth floor next 
to the circulating book collection. 

If you have any questions, 
please call the Reference Department 
a t X4554 _ 

Music Library Association 

by Stephanie Serrano 

On October 22, 1993, the 
University of Massachusetts at Lowell 
Libraries hosted the Fall 1993 
meeting of the Music Library Asso¬ 
ciation, New England Chapter. The 
program, which took place at Fisher 
Recital Hall, consisted of talks and 
demonstratons concerning the Sound 
Recording Technology Program at the 
University. 

At the morning session, the 
main speakers. Dr. William Moylan, 
Professor and Coordinator, Sound 
Recording Technology, Director, 
Center for Recording Arts, Technol¬ 
ogy and Industry, and Prof. Paul 
Lehrman, Sound Recording Technol¬ 
ogy, Associate Director, Center for 
Recording Arts, Technology and 
Industry, discussed “The Discipline of 
Sound Recording Technology and the 
University of Massachusetts Lowell.” 

The afternoon session 
consisted of tours and demonstrations 


of Sound Recording Technology 
studios by senior students of the SRT 
program. There was also a tape 
playback performance of Dr. 

Moylan’s composition, “Mother 
Earth: Her Whales.” 

There were over 50 music 
librarians from the New England area 
attending. The program was intro¬ 
duced by Dr. Ben Franckowiak, 
Library Director, and coordinated by 
Richard Slapsys, Music/Reference 
Librarian. 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

The University of Massachu¬ 
setts at Lowell, Center for Lowell 
History has received initial approval 
of $17,000 as a 1994 amendment to 
the Cooperative Agreement with the 
Lowell Historic Preservation Com¬ 
mission, Department of Interior. The 
Cooperative Agreement is part of an 
effort to develop collections of oral 
histories, photographs, and other 
historic materials for public use. 

These collections focus on the people 
and neighborhoods of Lowell. 

The Center will: 

1. Preserve photographs depicting the 
people and neighborhoods of Lowell 
and other Massachusetts industrial 
cities by transcribing 40 hours of 
taped interviews. 

2. Preserve the words of people and 
neighborhoods of Lowell and other 


Massachuesetts industrial cities by 
transcribing 40 hours of taped 
interviews. 

3. Mount a temporary exhibit in 1994 
at the Boott Gallery for 3 months 
consisting of the arhitectural and 
engineering drawings of James B. 
Francis, Uriah Boyden and other 
nationally recognized Lowell engi¬ 
neers. The emphasis of this exhibit 
will be on the historic and artistic 
nature of these works not on the 
architecture of the individual build¬ 
ings. The exhibit will explore the 
influence of society and culture on 
these designs, as well as look at these 
individual engineers as artists and 
craftsmen. 

4. Provide computer access to 
historic materials owned by the 
Center for Lowell History as well as 
other organizations including the 
Lowell National Histroical Park and 
the Lowell Historical Society. 
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